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Plan for Today

» Welcome
» Opening Remarks
= Sarah Gledhill, Florida Wildlife Federation
» Farm Bill Conservation Refresher
» Outlook for May
» Reports From the Field
= Neil Fleckenstein, Tall Timbers
= Ayesha Ali, InCommon Group
= Anyone else?
» Tactics and Discussion
» Next Steps
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Sarah Gledhill

President & CEO, Florida Wildlife Federation o o




The Farm Bill is the
Largest Federal Investment in

Private Lands Conservation
» Passed about every five years — expires Sept. 30, 2024
> More than S6 billion annually for conservation
> Historic $20 billion additional funding in 2022 from IRA

» Quick facts
> In 2021, Farm Bill conservation touched 45 million acres

» 60% of contiguous US is privately owned
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IRA & Conservation:
Florida & Georgia

S19.4m for 82,000 acres from IRA (2023)
$522 million for 2.6 million acres (“19-'23)
78% of EQIP/CSP apps rejected (2023)

Top IRA funded practices in the region
Prescribed burning

Weed control

Tree/shrub establishment

Brush management

Cover crops
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Top Priorities from Last Time

> Maintain or increase conservation funding

> Improve access to funding and technical assistance
> Boots on the ground

> Streamline application processes
> Align crop insurance with risk-reducing practices
> S5/acre premium benefit for acres utilizing cover crops

> Voluntary Public Access & Habitat Incentive Program

Protect Ag
CONSERVATION
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Timeline

> House and Senate Ag Committees released
frameworks on May 1

> House expected to introduce bill text as
early as next week

> House Ag Committee “mark up” on May 23
= First of many steps in process

» Timeline for Senate unclear
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> Current Farm Bill expires Sept. 30

» Elections Nov. 5
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House Framework

> Few details

> Increases “reference prices” for
commodities

» Moves IRA funding to baseline but
removes climate guardrails

> Includes Feral Swine and VPA-HIP
» Reforms Nutrition Title

» Forest Conservation Easement Program
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Senate Framework

> 94 page section by section summary

» |IRA climate-smart conservation
funding included as written

» Over 100 bipartisan amendments
> Some Wildlife Corridor provisions

> Incorporates conservation practices
Into crop insurance

> Raises CRP acreage cap to 29 million

> Forestry Data and policy
Improvements
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Conservation Funding &
IRA

> "4 corner” agreement to move IRA
funding to permanent baseline

» No agreement on climate guardrails
= Democratic “redline”

» Testament to multi-year long effort
to Increase conservation funding
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Conservation Operations
& Technical Assistance

» Bipartisan agreement on improving
access to conservation and TA

> S26m cut to Conservation
Operations in FY24

» NRCS providing direct hire authority
to some local offices to ease process
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Federal Crop
Insurance

» Various proposals to
change FCIP - no
consensus

» NRCS Good Farming
Practices now accepted
by RMA for FCIP

> State-level soil health
matching program
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Voluntary Public
Access & Habitat
Incentive Program

> Bipartisan bicameral
agreement to continue

> Voluntary state block
grant program

> State agency negotiates
with landowner

NWF.ORG + 16




Questions?







House Ag Committee Members




Senate Ag Committee Members
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”Ways to Engage

e Shortaterm: =
o~ House advocacy “"'?;W’
m Meetings =
m Calls
m Emails
m letters

o Media - op-eds, LTEs
e Medium-term

o House & Senate -advocacy
m Same asabove
o Med|a op eds LTES




Key Members of the House & Senate

House Leadership

- Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA-4)

- Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY-8)

House Ag Committee

- Chairman GT Thompson (R-PA-15)

- Ranking Member David Scott (D-GA-13)

Conservation, Research, and
Biotechnology Subcommittee

- Chairman Jim Baird (R-IN-4)

- Ranking Member Abigail Spanberger (D-VA-7)

Senate Leadership

- Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY)

- Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Senate Ag Committee

- Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-Ml)

- Ranking Member John Boozman (R-AR)

Subcommittee on Conservation,

Climate, Forestry, and Nat. Res.

- Chairman Michael Bennet (D-CO)

- Ranking Member Roger Marshall (R-KS)
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Ag Committee
Members

House
> Rep. Austin Scott (R-GA-8)

> Rep. Sanford Bishop (D-GA-2)
Rep. Kat Cammack (R-FL-3)*

> Rep. Darren Soto (D-FL-9)

Senate

> Sen. Raphael Warnock (D-GA)*
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o Listservs. S5
o Email (group or individua

o Regular meetings
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Next Steps
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Kate Hansen - khanse la.org
Ben Knuth - knuthb@nwf.org

» USFWS - Tom Koerner
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